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Switzerland,

A WELL-BALANCED MECHANISM

1+26+2,000=1

Power iz sharad hy the federal government, the 26 cantons
and around 2,000 communes.

Federalism is what allows
the different aspects of
Switzerland, with its four
nafinnal languages and large
geographical differences, to
coexist. f ism was one of

SUBSIDIARITY

The and have over @ wide range
of matters (e.g. schools, hospitals, tax and policing) and a great
deal of autonomy. The federal government only takes on tasks
that the and cannot alone.

the founding principles of the
Swiss Confederation in 1848.

Every canton has its own
constitution, parliament,
government and courls.
Abnout a fifth of ecommunas
have their own parliament,
in particular the cities.

© FOFA, PRS 2021 / Sources: The Bwiss Confederation — a brisf guide 2021, ch.ch / Far more, visit aboutswitzerland.org

Switzerland.

ALL FOR ONE AND ONE FOR ALL

Switzerland's gavernment
{Federal Gouncll) Is a colleglal
body with seven members
elected for a four-year term
byParliament. The Federal
Chancellor acts as Chief of
Staff of the Federal Council.

PRIMUS
INTER
PARES

| The President of the Swiss
| Confederation is elected for

ona ysar only and arforms
4
i Y

special ceremonial duties.

000 3K l

POWER-SHARING

The members of the Federal Council usually belong to the
political parties with the biggest electoral base and come from

different linguistic regions.

Each member of the Federal
Council heads one of the
seven departments of the
Federal Administration.

The Federal Council is a

collegial body in which the

members share equal power.

i 1984 was the first yearin

which a woman held a seat in
the Federal Council. In 2010
there were more women than
men in the Federal Council
for the first time.

&
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Switzerland.

2 CHAMBERS — 1 PARLIAMENT

- Since 1971 {when they
- obtained the right 10 vote)
the proportion of women

The parties with the most
seats In Parliament:

_in National Gouncil has risen R
_ from 5% to 42%. The Swiss People's Party (SVP)
National Couneil {200} Council of States {45)
The Swiss Soclal
The Swiss Parliament {Federal Assembly) is the highest Democratic Party (SP)
legislative authority at federal level. It is made up of 246 g
representatives elected by the people. They are from 12 ] ]
parties and sit in two chambers. The Liberals (FDP)
v I
The Federal y is & semi-profy with Centre*
most council also ga The two
thambers meet 4 times a year for 3 weeks each and at least 2 ——
once a year together. The sessions are open to the public. Swiss Green Party (the Greens)

“Merger &= of 01.01.2L21 of BUP ang CWY

& FORA. PAS 2021 ¢ Sources: parlament.ch. ohoh, Federal Statistical Dffics {FS0) ¢ For more. visit aboutawitzarand.org

Switzerland.

WE HAVE THE FINAL SAY

DIRECT

Switzerland is a direct demo-
cracy. Soverelgnty resldes
with the people, who exercise
supreme political power.

PARTICIPATION

Swiss citizens have comprehensive rights
to participate in political life.

Initiatives to amend the constitution:
—+ 100,000 slgnatures

Optional referendums against new laws
passed by Farllament:

— 50,000 signatures

45.4%

Switzerland tops the

There are 2 | The Swiss electorate
ways to cast aocoeer somooe: yotes up to 4 times a
your voie: Year on approxi
15 different federal
popular votes.
at the by postal
ballot box vote

world ings for
active political parti-
cipation by citizens.

is the average voter turnout
 Tor federal votes.

@ FOFA. Frazence Switzerlard 2021 ! Scurces: Federal Chancelary, Fadaral Statiztical Office. Swissvetea V-Dam Ingtiwte
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Multifunktionsstelle Faido
mit Mothaltestellen

Zwischenangriff Sedrun

Zwischenangriff Faido

2 x 57 km oneway tunnel

Multifunktionsstelle Sedrun
mit Nothaltestellen

Querschlag

178 Cross sections

Zwischenangriff Amsteg

Partal Erstfeld

ca, 40 m
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Clip: How SBB operates the Gotthard Base Tunnel.
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